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You have to
dream big
to be big!
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The Hairspray
Family is the
‘Nicest Kids in
Town’.

BASED ON THE NEW LINE CINEMA FILM WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JOHN WATERS
ORCHESTRATIONS BY HAROLD WHEELER

DEAR AUDIENCE MEMBERS,

ARRANGEMENT BY MARC SHAIMAN
LICENSED EXCLUSIVELY BY MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (AUSTRALASIA).
ALL PERFORMANCE MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY HAL LEONARD AUSTRALIA

When we, the creators of HAIRSPRAY, first
started licensing the show to high-schools and
community theatres, we were asked by some
about using make-up in order for non-African
Americans to portray the black characters in the
show.
Although we comprehend that not every
community around the globe has the perfectly
balanced make-up (pardon the pun) of ethnicity to
cast HAIRSPRAY as written, we had to, of course,
forbid any use of the coloring of anyone’s face
(even if done respectfully and subtly) for it is still, at
the end of the day, a form of blackface, which is a
chapter in the story of race in America that our show
is obviously against.
Yet, we also realized, to deny an actor the chance to
play a role due to the color of his or her skin would be
its own form of racism, albeit a ‘politically correct’ one.
And so, if the production of HAIRSPRAY you are about
to see tonight features folks whose skin color doesn’t
match the characters (not unlike how Edna has been
traditionally played by a man), we ask that you use the
timeless theatrical concept of ‘suspension of disbelief’
and allow yourself to witness the story and not the racial
background (or gender) of the actors. Our show is, after
all, about not judging books by their covers! If the direction
and the actors are good (and they had better be!) you will
still get the message loud and clear. And hopefully have a
great time receiving it!
Thank You,
Marc, Scott, Mark, Tom & John
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IT’S 1962 ...

MRS KIRSTY TERRY

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Hairspray has proven to be one fabulously fun
show! Working alongside this exuberant cast
of 65 students, talented orchestra, backstage
helpers, tech crew and passionate team of staff
has been nothing short of magnificent! The
countless hours committed to this production to
make it such a roaring success have been well
worth it, especially when we have witnessed
and enjoyed the incredible bonds developed
between students from Years 7-12 and their
teachers. Not only that, students have grown
significantly as performers throughout our
journey together. Students who never danced
before are now really ‘groovin’ on stage with
confidence! Our ‘Musical Family’, as it has been
affectionately named, was united at our Musical
Camp in late January and even then, we knew
it would be a production like no other. It has
seen us laughing hysterically, concentrating
determinedly, rehearsing relentlessly and
supporting each other encouragingly. With
enthusiastic leaders like McKeira and Emily
hyping everyone up at rehearsals, inspiring
mentors like Kiera who taught us all how to sing
and dance like professionals, our cast have
proven that hard work, dedication, a sense
of humour and boundless energy really will
guarantee success. I especially want to thank
the beautiful, generous, supportive women
who have contributed their hearts and souls
to this production. Liz Smith, Kerryn Hunt, Liz
Brown and Celisa Urech—I am truly indebted
to you. I am so very proud of our whole team
for what they have achieved together on this
exciting production. Please enjoy Coomera
Anglican College’s production of Hairspray!

It’s 1962 in Baltimore, Maryland, and quirky, plus-sized, teenage Tracy Turnblad has one dream:
to dance on The Corny Collins Show. When she befriends the African-American students in school,
they teach her some of their dance moves, and her new found groove wins her a spot
on Corny’s show. Overnight, Tracy transforms from a nobody into a star, and uses her
influence to advocate for racial integration on the tv show. Tracy faces scrutiny and
bullying from the network producer, Velma, and her popular, but vicious, daughter, Amber.
With the help of heartthrob Link, Corny Collins, and Motormouth Maybelle, Tracy
overcomes the odds and brings joy and equality to all.
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MRS LIZ SMITH

BAND DIRECTOR’S NOTE:
When approaching this orchestral music with
not only amateur musicians, but high school
students aged between 12 and 17, the phrase
of “What have we got ourselves in for?” has
crossed my mind on numerous occasions.
There are comments on the internet that
refer to orchestra members ‘almost requiring
a stretcher by the end of Act 2’, such is the
stamina required. So how has this production
been for us musos? I don’t think words can
describe … challenging, long, so unnecessarily
fast, almost impossible, fun, exhilarating and
oh, what an achievement! As you listen to our
music, remember that these are all students
of Coomera Anglican College, they have all
rehearsed above and beyond, they have
pushed through speed barriers and complex
fingerings, they have dealt with ‘ridiculous’ key
changes and have survived at the other end
to hold their heads high. I am infinitely proud
of our Hairspray orchestra! P.S. Bring on the
stretchers!

We simply ‘Can’t Stop the
Beat’! Like ‘Hairspray’ we’ve
stuck together and learnt that
we couldn’t have achieved
success ‘Without Love’.

DR. MARK SLY

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

There are none more dedicated than staff and students involved in a College Musical. For months the Cast, Crew
and Musicians of Hairspray have been learning lines, scores, songs, dance routines and making sets in preparation
for this incredible production. They have lived and breathed Hairspray, amongst their regular teaching and learning
commitments. While much of the work often takes place in isolation or in small groups over months, it is only in the last
few weeks that it all comes together like an amazing puzzle. Thank you and congratulations to all involved in Hairspray,
particularly Mrs Terry (Producer/Director), Mrs Smith (Musical Director), Mrs Brown (Costumes), Mrs Urech (Vocals) and
Mrs Hunt. I commend this wonderful Production to our community.
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THE MUSICAL TEAM + CAST

Director & Producer
Band Director
Costume Designer
Vocal Coach
Set and Prop Designer
Stage Manager
Audio-Visual Manager
Choreographers
Set Construction

Mrs Kirsty Terry
Mrs Liz Smith
Mrs Liz Brown
Mrs Celisa Urech
Mrs Kerryn Hunt
Miss Rachel Maine
Mr Andrew Griffiths
Miss Karin Mochizuki, Miss Brittany Walsh, Mrs Terry & Cast
Mr Matthew Dean, Mr Endre Gulyas, Mr Mark Miotto,
Mr Geoff Stokes, Mr Nigel Terry, Mr Peter Vybiral

PRINCIPAL ACTORS
Tracy Turnblad
Edna Turnblad
Wilbur Turnblad
Velma Von Tussle
Amber Von Tussle
Penny Pingleton
Prudy Pingleton
Motormouth Maybelle
Seaweed Stubbs
Little Inez
Link Larkin
Corny Collins

Kiera Banks
Liam Owen-Jones
Mason Vujcich
Hannah Maniapoto
Amber Davidson
McKeira Cumming
Emily Cason
Alexa Ripsher
Thomas Buenano-Thompson
Jada Melhem
Michael Miotto
Harrison Hanley

CORNY COLLINS
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Sketch
Doreen
Brenda
Noreen
Lou Ann
Fender
Tammy
IQ
Shelley
Brad

Adam Bekkari
Sian Callaghan
Ella Coker
Brooke Guy
Catelyn Jefferson-Jones
Justin Lindsay
Alyssa McCarthy
Harrison McMahon
Taylor Smith
Andre Urech

Mr Phil Bishop
Mackenzie Brown
Emily Cason
Mr Wayne Van Den Bos
Tegan Ward
Mr Craig Crossley
Mr Peter Goodman 		
Mr Sasha Ristic
Mr Douglas Seymour

Duane
Cindy
Stooie
Lorraine
Gilbert
Pauline

Christopher Airey
Genaya Bardsley
Charlotte Brown
Jamie Chen
Baxter Dent

Lachlan Douglas
Emma Knott
Paris Langdon
Connor Raggatt
Hunter Webb
Chloe Young

WHITE CHORUS

BLACK CHORUS

Alysha Alabaster
Shaye Bardsley
Mackenzie Brown
Lilly Caulfield
Eloise Charters
Carla Coetzee
Christine Fairweather
Lucy Palmer
Jasmine Ruck
Makenzi Varley
Tegan Ward
Claire Wilson

Alana Harrison
Brooklyn Lowe
Maddison Patrick
Montana Pitt
Mitchell Spencer
Lucy Stokes
Christina van Aswegen
Heidi Vybiral

Mitchell Cason
Bree Gulyas
Jack Jordan
Emily Procter
Fraser Smith
Emily Upshon
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Vienna Farr
Elyshia Fowler
Holly Garner
Bree Gulyas
Cambria Hunt
Mikayla Melhem
Caitlin Miller

CATERING
Friday and Saturday evenings:
Mrs Amanda Knowles and Senior Hospitality students.
Thursday afternoon and Saturday Matinee:
Mrs Corrie King, Mrs Lynn Sugden and Year 10
Business students.

Front of House
Musical Advertisement
Ticketing
Programme & Marketing
Fundraising
Photography

Flynn Chesterton
Breanna Fowler
Olivia Rich
Jasmine Warpenius

Mia Bromilow
Grace Jordan
Stephanie Warren

Meisha Beaton
Vienna Farr
Elyshia Fowler
Abbey Harris
Caitlin Miller
Sophie Miller
Shanelle Murray
Rebecca Osborne
Kyrra Wilks

Ben Phythian
James Robins

BACKSTAGE CREW

THE DYNAMITES

WHITE DANCERS BLACK DANCERS

TECHNICAL CREW

SUPPORT TEAM

SEAWEED’S GANG

FEATURED ROLES
Mr Pinky
Mrs Spritzer
(President of Ultra
Clutch) & the Guard
The Matron
Voice Over
Principal/Gym Teacher
Guest Appearances
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BAND MEMBERS

MUSICAL TEAM
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Mr Alex Delaforce
Mrs Sarah Hands
Mrs Kerryn Hunt
Ms Elda Koro
Mrs Lynne Tarlinton
Mrs Larissa Warren

PARENT AND STAFF VOLUNTEERS
Over the course of this production, so many parents,
siblings, staff and past students have offered their
assistance. Whether it be turning sausages on the bbq,
baking muffins, sewing costumes, supplying icy poles,
painting, gluing, designing and constructing sets or
cooking pasta to feed the masses, our extended ‘Musical
Family’ have been there to support us every step of
the way, coordinated by the master of organisation,
Mrs Kerryn Hunt. We are so incredibly grateful to you
all who have made such generous contributions to this
production. Thank you sincerely!
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT I

ACT II

Scene 1: Streets of Baltimore
Good Morning Baltimore: Tracy and Chorus
Scene 2: The Corny Collins Show
The Nicest Kids In Town:
Corny Collins, Council Members, ‘White’ Dancers
				and Chorus
Scene 3: The Corny Collins Show + The Turnblad House + Penny’s Bedroom
Mama, I’m a Big Girl Now: Tracy, Edna, Penny, Prudy, Amber, Velma and 		
				female Council Members
Scene 4: The Corny Collins Show
I Can Hear the Bells:
Tracy and Council Members
Miss Baltimore Crabs:
Velma and Council Members
Scene 6: Patterson Park High- Detention Room
Detention: 			
Tracy, Seaweed, Little Inez, Seaweed’s Gang, 		
				‘Black’ Dancers
Scene 7: Patterson Park High- Gymnasium
The Madison: 		
Tracy, Corny Collins, Seaweed, Little Inez, Amber,
				
Link, Penny, Seaweed’s Gang, ‘White’ Dancers
Scene 8: The Corny Collins Show
The Nicest Kids Reprise:
Tracy, Corny Collins, Council Members, ‘White’ 		
				Chorus and Dancers
It Takes Two:			
Link, Tracy, Council Members
Velma’s Revenge:		
Velma

Scene 1: The Big Doll House- Women’s House of Detention
The Big Doll House:
Matron, female Company members, Guard
Good Morning Baltimore: Tracy
Reprise
Scene 2: The Turnblad House
You’re Timeless To Me: Edna and Wilbur
Scene 3: Women’s House of Detention + Penny’s Bedroom
Without Love:		
Tracy, Link, Penny, Seaweed and Chorus
Scene 5: Maybelle’s Record Shop
I Know Where I’ve Been: Motormouth Maybelle, Seaweed, Little Inez,
				
Seaweed’s Gang, Dynamites, ‘Black’ Dancers, 			
				
‘Black’ Chorus, Tracy, Link, Penny
Scene 6: The Corny Collins Show
It’s Hairspray:		
Corny Collins, Council Members, ‘White’ Chorus 			
				and Dancers
Cooties:			
Amber, Council Members, ‘White’ Chorus and 				
				Dancers
You Can’t Stop the Beat: The Hairspray Company
FINALE:
Hairspray Medley:

The Hairspray Company

***END OF PRODUCTION***

Scene 9: The Turnblad House and Streets of Baltimore
Welcome To the 60s:
Tracy, Edna, Dynamites, Mr Pinky, Dancers, Chorus
Scene 10: Patterson Park High- Gymnasium
Scatter Dogdeball:		
Tracy, Penny, Amber, Link, Seaweed, Seaweed’s 		
				Gang, Council Members, Chorus
Scene 11: Maybelle’s Record Shop
Run and Tell That:
Seaweed, Little Inez, ‘Black’ Dancers, ‘Black’ 		
				
Chorus, Tracy, Penny and Link
Big, Blonde and Beautiful: Motormouth Maybelle, Seaweed, Little Inez,
				
Dynamites, Edna, Wilbur, Council Members, ‘Black’
				
Dancers, ‘Black’ Chorus, Tracy, Penny and Link

***INTERMISSION***
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BEHIND THE SCENES
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‘ON AIR’ WITH THE CAST

Kiera Banks – TRACY TURNBLAD Mason Vujcich — WILBUR
What do you love about your character? Tracy
Turnblad is such an amazing part to play, her
role motivates so many people to believe in
their dreams and never back down. She is such
a fun, outgoing character with her cheesy grin
and ability to light up the room with her dancing
and singing. Playing Tracy is such an amazing
honour.

Your character is one of the key humorous
parts of the show. How have your interactions
as ‘husband and wife’ with Liam been? At the
start, our interactions were a little awkward but
funny especially when Liam was dressing as a
female. It really suited him! It’s strengthened our
friendship though and seeing Liam in a dress
won’t be something I forget quickly!

How do you feel about the core messages of
the show? Promoting equality and fighting for
integration in the 1960s and even now is such
an important goal as every person has the same
right to achieve their dreams no matter what the
colour of their skin is.

How would you describe Mrs Terry as a
director? She was definitely time efficient and
organised which was amazing as it helped the
scenes run smoothly and we managed to do so
much in so little time.

McKeira Cumming — PENNY
You’ve been involved in the past three musicals,
what will you treasure most about the ‘musical
life’? I have been hooked from the very first
musical I performed in and it has inspired me to
study Musical Theatre at university.
What will you miss most? The family
atmosphere, Mrs Terry and the insane
commitment, I’ve loved every second of it!

BY
ISABEL CROKER

What is your advice to younger students
wanting to do the musical in the future?
Don’t be scared of having a go as the musical is
such a healthy, inclusive environment and you
will make some really talented new friends.

Liam Owen-Jones — EDNA
What is your favourite part of your role?
Edna is such a versatile character and having
to completely change my persona to take on
female characteristics was so much fun and
something I’ve never done before.
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Michael Miotto – LINK
As Link, what have been the challenges you’ve
encountered adjusting to this role? I am not a
singer/dancer/actor and have no experience in
this field, however, practising as the lead role
and performing in front of a live audience has
been confronting but has definitely helped
to improve my confidence and skill levels. Of
course, playing a character who can sing and
dance makes you popular with the ladies!

Thomas Buenano-Thompson —
SEAWEED
What is your character Seaweed like?
He is a really chilled out character with a really
groovy nature and I love acting as him because
I’ve never acted before or had a keen interest
in drama but being able to perform as such a
dynamic character has been such a good way to
improve my skills.
What are the key memories you will take away
from the musical? I have made so many new
friends with people I wouldn’t normally talk to
and I love how we are just one big happy family
who work together and encourage each other
to be the best we can be.
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Hannah Maniapoto –
VELMA VON TUSSLE
What is your favourite part of playing Velma?
I love taking on traits of my character that are so
different to my own. Whilst I found it hard to learn
the songs as they have higher notes than what I
usually sing, it has helped me expand my singing
abilities.

Amber Davidson —
AMBER VON TUSSLE
How excited are you for opening night? I
am beyond excited and so looking forward to
being able to put on our costumes, make up
and wigs and get 100% into our roles. I’ve never
performed in a musical before but the whole
experience has been amazing and I’ve met so
many talented people.

Alexa Ripsher —
MOTORMOUTH MAYBELLE
How did you like working closely with such a
large, varied group? I helped the younger kids
with their singing which I really enjoyed as I got
to see them improve and it even helped me
with my own singing, as I had to vary my style
of singing and experiment with songs I normally
wouldn’t sing.

Harrison Hanley —
CORNY COLLINS
What is your favourite scene? My favourite
scene to perform is ‘Nicest Kids in Town’, as it’s
a very cheesy, fun scene and everyone loves
to get involved with the dance, so I’m really
excited for the audience to see it!
What would you like to say to Ms Terry? She is
an exceptional director who is really fun to work
with and motivates us all to perform to our best.
I would also like to thank her for allowing me to
be a part of this opportunity!
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Jada Melhem – LITTLE INEZ
Tell us all about your experience on the
Musical Camp. We had a marvellous three days
full of singing, dancing and acting. The amazing
choreographers Britt and Karin came along for
the ride and spent long hours teaching us fast and
fabulous dance moves. Mrs Urech’s incredible
voice sang us through our vocals while Mrs Terry
taught us how to make our characters come to
life. Mrs Smith led the talented band with style
while Mrs Brown worked her sewing machine,
doing an astonishing job. Mrs Hunt used her
creativity and made props all weekend! All in all,
we had a blast!

Emily Cason – PRUDY PINGLETON
As a Year 12 Cultural Prefect in a main role,
describe the highlights you’ve experienced. I
have been able to express my love for the arts in
the best way possible! Performing on stage is an
amazingly unique and riveting experience. Our
team of leaders initiated many new friendships
with students from all year levels, resulting in an
incredibly well-connected cast and crew.
Can you describe what it’s like working with
Mrs Terry and the Musical Team? Amazing!
Each and every one of the Hairspray Team has
given all they can to make this production the
great success that it is. As for Mrs Terry, she is
not only the most dedicated and determined
teacher—placing all of her time and energy into
this incredible production—but is also the most
humble director. On behalf of all of us, this show
would not exist without her many efforts.

Charlotte Brown – ORCHESTRA
As a Senior Band member, tell us what you
have enjoyed about the Hairspray experience.
The Hairspray experience has definitely
provided the band with many laugh-filled and
eye-opening moments. The difficulty of the
music is something we all had to overcome, but I
personally have really enjoyed being pushed to
achieve fantastic things. Overall, the Hairspray
family is by far the most welcoming, the most
energetic and has provided the most fun I’ve
experienced in almost all of my musical ‘career’.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank you to all who generously donated a variety of fabulous prizes, and to Denis Mullenger
and Lynne Tarlinton for sourcing them. We truly appreciate your kindness and support.
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