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Restrictions, Cancellations and Coronavirus
Many regular activities have been affected by the unusual circumstances of this year. This makes
it all the more important for us to be thankful and celebrate the good things that we can do this
year.
On Wednesday 26 August, we had the GCS Parent
Association meeting, with a special guest, Mrs
Michelle Dempsey, CEO of Christian Education
national. Michelle “zoomed” in from her home in
Victoria, where she described the limitations of life
in the second round lockdown that Victoria is
currently experiencing.

Year 2 Cooby Dam Excursion
The Year 2 class had an excellent learning experience last week when they visited Cooby Dam.
Students learned about the water reservoir, dam construction to block the valley, strong shapes
for construction and how the water is pumped to Mt Kynoch to be filtered for household use.

Year 5/6 Camp to Tallebudgera Cooby Dam
As restrictions have been escalated at the Gold Coast, the Tallebudgera administration office
contacted our school on Friday afternoon to cancel our camp.
The Cooby Dam camp administrators have made a great effort to accommodate our school for a
camp next week. The program will be modified so that the Year 6 students who attended Cooby
Dam for last year’s camp will have a different program.

Student Free Day – Friday 4 September
Please remember to not bring your children to school this Friday. This is a planned student free
day.

Remembering our school values
This term, our school has been reviewing our school values and how we should treat one another
with kindness. This includes how we speak and how we act. The following article has been written
by Mrs Kristy Agnew:

The Power of Words
I remember from my childhood the old catchphrase, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but
names will never hurt me.” I thought then, as I do now, that that is completely false. Words do
hurt! In fact, words can continue to hurt for a very long time. They can penetrate deep into our
very souls and can impact the way that we view ourselves and the way we think others see us.
They can mess with our self-esteem and, if we allow it, will decrease our ability to view ourselves
in God’s eyes. If I reflect on my childhood, it is the hurtful words of others that have remained a
part of my memory.
The tongue is a very powerful weapon. It has the ability to ruin friendships, destroy the
reputations of others, flame wars and break the hearts of those we love the most. Our tongues
can be the most difficult things to control and it can leave us with regret when we have chosen to
use our words to hurt others. It is no wonder that the Bible talks a lot about the need to control
our tongue. Proverbs chapter 18, verse 21 says that “The tongue has the power of life and death,
and those who love it will eat its fruit.”
What we say is powerful; powerful enough to bring hope and healing or the complete opposite,
hurt and suffering. Words can either be used to encourage or discourage others. They can be
used to build someone up or tear someone down. It only takes one small word to hurt someone.
In the same way, one kind word, no matter how small, can be what someone holds on to for the
day, or for a lifetime. Proverbs chapter 16 verse 24 says, “Kind words are like honey. They are
sweet to the spirit and bring healing to the body.”

We can often underestimate how far-reaching a kind word can be. The unkind words we say have
long-lasting consequences too. If we continually say hurtful things, we will potentially have
trouble maintaining healthy friendships and relationships. With all that said, every single day, we
have to choose what kind of words we are going to release into the world. Are they words that
are going to bring life? Or are they words that will carry death?
Nick Vujicic is an Australian-born man with the rare condition called tetra-amelia syndrome, a
disorder characterised by the absence of arms and legs. Growing up in Primary School was tough
for a kid who was noticeably different to everyone else. For many years he was the victim of
hurtful insults and comments. The mean comments from other students were worse than the
obvious physical disabilities. He never told his parents that often his days at school were not nice.
He was called a monster, an alien, a freak in a wheelchair. One day in Year 1, he was bullied by 12
classmates. He pretended not to care, but the words hurt and he hated how useless he was. He
thought to himself, “If one more person laughs at me today, I will give up on my life!” At the end
of the long, painful school day, Nick was waiting for his parents to pick him up. A girl called out,
“Hey Nick!” He thought to himself, “This is it! This will be the thirteenth person to pick on me
today!” But to Nick’s surprise the girl’s comment was, “Hey, Nick. You look great today!” Instead
of choosing to laugh and ridicule, this girl chose to encourage and inspire. Nick recalls thinking
that this girl was an angel and how those simple words of encouragement saved his life.
Since Nick’s first speaking engagement at age 19, he has travelled around the world, sharing his
story with millions, sometimes in stadiums filled to capacity, speaking to a range of diverse
groups such as students, teachers, young people, business professionals and church
congregations of all sizes. Today this dynamic young evangelist has accomplished more than
most people achieve in a lifetime. Just imagine what might have been if that one girl chose to
speak hurtful words instead of encouragement. A few simple, kind words from a young girl
helped Nick to see himself how God views him and allowed him to positively impact the lives of
people around him.
Thankfully, for those that know Jesus, we have the power of the Holy Spirit to help us control our
tongue. Jesus’ words literally brought LIFE into the world. Genesis chapter 1 records the
formation of creation just by the spoken words of God. “God said, “Let there be light. And there
was light.” He spoke the world into being. Jesus calmed the fierce storm by His words. He
brought a young girl, and many others, back to life by words. His spoken words to the woman of
disrepute, “Your sins are forgiven”, brought release from a life of bondage and shame. He is our
ultimate example of how our tongue is to impart life, hope and healing. Let us be reminded each
time we speak by what is said in Ephesians 4:29, “Don’t let any evil talk come out of your mouths.
Say only what will help to build others up and meet their needs. Then what you say will help
those who listen.”
Choose today to speak words that are sweet; words that refresh, words that encourage, words
that bring hope, words that heal wounds and words that could potentially change a life.

