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Start of 2020
We have had a very positive start to the new year, with our youngest students in Kindy and
Prep class settling in well. We have a number of new students, who also have made a very
positive start to the year at GCS.

New Staff
This year we welcome:
 Miss Olivia Shadbolt - Year 3 teacher (full-time)
 Mrs Wendy Folker – Teacher Aide (full-time)
 Mr Matt Stoner – Year 4 teacher (part-time)
Students have already met our new staff and our new staff have already learnt many student
names throughout the school!
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Dedication Service
Due to the wet weather, our dedication service has been postponed to next Friday, 14
February. It is planned to be held in the COLA at 2:30pm. At the conclusion of the service,
students will return their chairs to their classrooms and will be released at the normal end of
school time; 3:15pm.

Biblical Studies
This year, we restart our school Bible study program back at the beginning of the Bible,
studying who God is, and how God created the world and universe. These are big concepts
for children to consider; they are big concepts for adults to consider! But we look forward to
studying God’s Word and understanding what God’s Word tells us about God and His
creation.
Each week, our staff have a Bible Study in preparation for the following week’s studies in
classes. These bible studies have been led by Mr Rob Randall for a number of years, but as
Mr Randall is now retired, our staff bible studies are led by Mr Phil West. Mr West is known
around the school as our classroom cleaner and maintenance man. Mr West is also a retired
Baptist Church minister, who has completed theological studies to a high level and is an
ordained minister (Reverend Phil West).

Holiday Projects
Office Front Garden
You may have noticed last year that the plants in the garden at the front of the school office
were either dead or very unhealthy. During the Christmas break, a local landscape designer
and landscaper upgraded the office garden with mature trees and a very stylish retaining
wall.
Thanks to Dean Mengel Toowoomba Tree Farms, Russell Clark Arborist and Jamie Ross
Landscaping for the beautiful garden upgrade.
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Water Bubblers
Students were very
excited to see not one,
but two new bubblers for
drinking water access near
the COLA.

Professional Development Week:
Christian Curriculum Development
Back in January before school started, our staff had a very positive week of preparation and
professional learning. We reviewed essential school policies, such as child protection,
evacuation procedures and other important school policies.
We also spent 2 days reviewing, exploring, collaborating and strengthening our
understanding of Australian Curriculum and how we as a Christian school can develop our
curriculum to teach the Australian Curriculum from a Biblical Christian perspective
(worldview).
Our guest presenter was Mr Daniel Clarke, former Principal of Annandale Christian College in
Townsville. Mr Clarke was also on the writing team for Christian Education National’s latest
Christian Curriculum text (he literally helped write the book on Christian Curriculum for
Australian schools!)
This was a rich time of learning and working together.
Thank you Mr Clarke for sharing your knowledge and passion for Christian Education with
our teaching team.
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Ken Ham Visit
This week I had the opportunity to meet with Ken Ham. Ken is
described by some as the man everyone loves to hate. This is
because he promotes the idea that the whole of the bible is
truth, including that God created the world and the universe.
I know Ken Ham as an old family friend. As a young man, he was
a high school science teacher at Dalby State High School and
attended Dalby Baptist Church, where my family also attended.
These days, Ken is known as the founder and CEO of Answers in Genesis, an organization whose
message is:
Answers in Genesis is an apologetics (i.e., Christianity-defending) ministry, dedicated to
enabling Christians to defend their faith and to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ effectively.
https://answersingenesis.org/
This is the group that has built the Ark replica in Kentucky, USA, to show people the actual size of
the ark, described in Genesis. https://arkencounter.com/
I had the opportunity to share with Ken the culture and context of our school. We chatted about how
Christian schools teach students about our identity as Christians and our belief in God’s Word, the
Bible.
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