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In line with our commitment to
teaching and demonstrating the
values which characterise a Christian
community, students’ growth and
development is carefully managed all
the way through to graduation.
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The House System

Our philosophy is to establish a welcoming
atmosphere for every student. A sense of belonging
follows, creating a sense of security and acceptance.
Boys are known by name, and they are acknowledged
and respected simply because they are members of
the College community.
The House System evolved as a means of providing
this personal care and extensive leadership
opportunities for all boys at Nudgee College. The aims
of the House System are:
•

to integrate the academic, social and religious
dimensions of St Joseph’s Nudgee College so that
an atmosphere of care prevails within the College
community;

•

to continuously seek and aﬃrm each boy’s worth,
dignity and vocation and encourage him to reach
for excellence in every dimension of his life;

•

to assist in the development of the whole
person: spiritually, emotionally, physically and
intellectually;

•

to help create an atmosphere permeated with the
Gospel spirit of love and freedom, according to
the values taught by Jesus Christ.

All students and academic staﬀ are welcomed into
one of the nine Houses under the administration
of a House Dean. There are approximately 170 boys
in each House, from Year 5 through to Year 12.
Together they compete at Inter-house competitions,
and participate in fundraising and other social
activities as a unique group.
The system ensures boys from all year levels mix
regularly, within a small group of approximately 20,
helping to establish a relationship of trust, support and
friendship. Year 5 and 6 students are in a vertical group
with Senior students acting as Big Brothers. Secondary
students stay with the same Pastoral Care (PC) group,
PC tutor and House Dean for the duration of their time
at Nudgee College, to ensure a sense of belonging.
Your son’s PC tutor is the ﬁrst and central link to many
College activities, events and communications.
House tutor group meetings are held every morning
and Student Formation classes once a week.
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Student Formation classes teach students about being
‘connected’ and cover ﬁve areas in the curriculum,
which are considered essential to the developmental
needs of boys.
1. DEVELOPING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS
a.

A notion of masculinity which is empowering

b.

An understanding of the experience of
womanhood and how gender is constructed

c.

Relationships and sexuality

2. ORGANISING AND SUCCEEDING
IN HIGH SCHOOL
a.

Study skills

b.

Mindfulness

3. DEVELOPING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS
Based upon The Leadership Challenge by James Kouzes
and Barry Posner
i.

Model the way

ii.

Inspire a shared vision

iii. Challenge the process
iv. Enable others to act
v.
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4. MEN’S HEALTH ISSUES
i.

Mental health

ii.

Drugs and risk taking behaviour

iii. Puberty and developing resilience
5. DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
i.

Online footprint

ii.

Developing skills to succeed in the digital world

The core values of Edmund Rice Education Australia
are critical in the development of the student and
are included in the Nudgee College curriculum to
enhance discussion and reﬂection during House tutor
group, whole school, year level and House Assemblies.
The Houses are named after signiﬁcant contributors
to the College. Their legacy is their enthusiasm for
education, life and service; their behaviour and actions
have given our College the cohesion and direction
we experience today. Each boy becomes part of one
of these Houses, which oﬀers guidance through his
time at Nudgee College and sets the tone for his life
beyond the classroom.
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•

The Signum Fidei crest was borrowed from the de la Salle Brothers, a French
order founded by St John Baptist de la Salle, at the end of the 17th century.
The words Signum Fidei – ‘Sign of Faith’, come from St John Baptist de la Salle’s
instructions to his Brothers, to see all with the eyes of faith.

•

Faith, one of the three theological virtues, is considered one of the
foundations of the Christian life. The cross is the sign of our salvation and
redemption, through Christ’s sacriﬁce and victory over sin. The ﬁve pointed
star is the symbol of faith.

•

It is reminiscent of Mary, the Mother of god, under the title of ‘Our Lady of the
Star’, where Mary is seen as bringing Jesus, the Light of Life, into the world.

•

The star is also a reminder to teachers that “those who instruct many unto
justice will shine like stars for all eternity” (from the Book of Daniel).

•

The ﬂeur-de-lis, emblazoned shield and scallop shells are taken from the de la
Salle family coat of arms. The ﬂeur-de-lis is the symbol of Saint Joseph, who is
one of the patrons of the de la Salle Brothers.

•

The scallop shells symbolise Saint John the Baptist, (Patron of Saint John
Baptist de la Salle), who baptised Jesus in the River Jordan.

•

The twin shamrock on either side of the cross recalls the Irish origins of the
Christian Brothers and the palms the victory surrounding the Crest.
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INTEGRITY IS TRUE HONOUR
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Br Barrett (1841 – 1921) taught at St Joseph’s College Gregory Terrace before
coming to St Joseph’s Nudgee College. While at Gregory Terrace, one of
Br Barrett’s most famous students was Archbishop Sir James Duhig KCMG.

•

Br Barrett was the Science Master at Gregory Terrace and gained a reputation
amongst both staﬀ and students as a hard taskmaster.

•

Br Barrett arrived at Nudgee College in 1893, and remained here until his death.

•

During his time at Nudgee College, Br Barrett gained a reputation as a gentle
and reﬁned man, intensely interested in developing the ethos at Nudgee College.

•

He kept in touch with the College Old Boys who, in his Golden Jubilee year
in 1911, presented him with 500 pounds.

•

Being such a generous man, he donated this sum of money to the building
fund for the Chapel.

•

Br Barrett is kindly remembered for his fatherly interest in the students at
St Joseph’s Nudgee College.
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STRIVE AFTER THE BEST
•

Br J B Duggan (1866 – 1917) arrived at Nudgee College from Gregory Terrace
in 1893.

•

Initially, Br Duggan taught the Senior University classes but from 1901 – 1904,
he became Headmaster.

•

As a teacher and Headmaster, Br Duggan was inspirational. This was reﬂected
by the achievements of his students who won numerous prizes, including
university exhibitions, scholarships and awards.

•

During his term of oﬃce, Br Duggan completed the building of Mary’s Tower,
the northern block and the colonnades of the Old Building.

WELCOME TO THE TEAM
•

Br Vincent Fogarty (1910 – 1992) arrived at Nudgee College from Charters
Towers to commence his 42 years of service at the College

•

Prior to that, Br Fogarty had spent four years at St Pat’s Goulburn and four
years at Charters Towers; both boarding schools.

•

While at St Joseph’s Nudgee College, Br Fogarty held many positions Deputy Headmaster, Dormitory Master and School Bursar.

•

Br Fogarty was broadly recognised as an outstanding teacher of Latin and French.

•

During his time at Nudgee College, Br Fogarty gained a reputation as a gentle,
courteous, prayerful person who was completely dedicated to his community,
his students and the task at hand.

•

Although he spent his last two years in hospital, Br Fogarty retained his
interest in Nudgee College.
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NOTHING WITHOUT GOD
•

Br B F Magee (1865 – 1942) was Headmaster at St Joseph’s Nudgee College
from 1910 - 1915.

•

Br Magee was a man of the people, and exceptionally generous with an
acute social justice awareness.

•

On many occasions, he regaled the Nudgee College men with his stories
coloured by his sense of humour.

•

During his time as Headmaster, Br Magee completed the building of the Chapel.

WITH KNOWLEDGE AND HONOUR
•

Terry McKenna (1920 - 1942) was an outstanding student at St Joseph’s
Nudgee College, arriving from Port Morseby in 1933.

•

During his eight years at the College, Terry played the 1st IV Tennis from
1937 - 1940 (Captain in 1939 and 1940).

•

In his ﬁnal year, Terry McKenna was College Captain and the Collins Cup
winner, Captain of the 1st IV and College Tennis Champion, Captain of
the 1st XI and Captain of the 1st XV (Premiers).

•

In 1941, Terry joined the Air Force in which he had a distinguished career.

•

Terry was awarded Aircrew Europe Star, the Defence Medal and War Medal
during his time of service.

•

On 20 June 1942, Terry was reported ‘missing in action’ over the North Sea.
He lies at rest in the cemetery at Kviberg, Sweden.

WITH COURAGE AND SKILL
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Br J V Riley (1908 - 1978) spent 11 years at St Joseph’s Nudgee College
(1948 - 1958).

•

Br Riley was a quiet achiever, concentrating his energies on the development
of sport and sports facilities.

•

He was a Sportsmaster, an outstanding rugby referee and coach of the 1st XV
and the 1st XI.

•

With the support of students, he built a nine-hole golf course, and prepared
the Nudgee College turf wickets.

•

Because of his interest in boxing, Br Riley built a boxing ring where the
present Edmund Rice statue stands overlooking Wilkes Oval.

•

Br Riley’s contribution to St Joseph’s Nudgee College was further extended
through his involvement in the Nudgee College Cadet Corps and his
dedication to excellent practice in the classroom.

9

SUCCESS STRENGTHENS HOPE
•

Mr John ‘Jack’ Elliot Ross (1894 – 1973) was an outstanding member of
the Nudgee College family.

•

As a student, he attended Nudgee College from 1908 - 1912.

•

During this time, Jack Ross captained the 1st XI and the 1st XV, as well as
the Tennis team.

•

He was also the Athletics Champion, the Riﬂe Champion and the holder
of the 440 yards and the 880 yards records.

•

From 1914 into the 1970s, Jack Ross taught at the College. During this time
he was Chairman of the QRU, President of the Brothers Rugby Club for
11 years, Honorary Secretary of the GPS Association for 35 years and
Honorary Secretary for the NCOBA for 50 years.

•

Ross Oval commemorates the endeavours of Jack Ross.

T H E

H O U S E

S Y S T E M

10
FAITH AND COURAGE
•

Maggie Shaw has had a very long association with the Christian Brothers,
and in particular Nudgee College.

•

Maggie was originally employed in a part time position in 1962 and later,
with the growth of the school and staﬀ, became the ﬁrst Principal’s Secretary
at Nudgee College and eventually College Registrar.

•

Her years of service spanned from 1962 to 1998, when she retired. During
this 36 year association, Maggie had a very close and warm relationship
with students, parents and staﬀ alike. Her sincerity, gracious spirit and
infectious enthusiasm have characterised her time at Nudgee College.

•

Maggie served with six Christian Brother Principals and one lay Acting
Principal in her last year. She always had a great love and admiration for
the Christian Brothers and many Brothers, Old Boys of the school, parents
and staﬀ have indelible memories of Maggie Shaw that will ensure her
wonderful contribution to the College will not be forgotten.

ACT IN GOOD FAITH
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•

Br O P Tierney (1887 - 1945) spent in excess of 30 years at St Joseph’s
Nudgee College.

•

From 1915 - 1939, he was Deputy Principal of the College as well as
Senior Science Master.

•

From 1940 to 1945, Br Tierney was appointed Principal. During the war years,
his leadership was outstanding.

•

Br Tierney was well recognised for his excellent teaching skills. During his
time, a signiﬁcant number of young men left Nudgee College for Banyo
Seminary at which they were educated for the priesthood.
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Please refer to

www.nudgee.com
for further information.

ST JOSEPH’S NUDGEE COLLEGE
2199 Sandgate Rd, Boondall, QLD 4034
Telephone: 07 3865 0555 Fax: 07 3865 0500
Email: contact@nudgee.com

www.nudgee.com
A Catholic School in the Edmund Rice Tradition
ABN 96 372 268 340
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