Head of Preparatory Years - Jason Locke
TACAPS is a special place.

WELCOME
FROM THE
HEAD OF
PREPARATORY
YEARS

Morning activities centre around our beautiful
Cape Chestnut tree. As we welcome students and
parents to school each morning, this central heart of
our school is either being played around, sat upon,
sung under or protecting our students from the
weather. Just like the students, it grows and changes
with the seasons but is always the central heart of
our school. Not every school has a heart. TACAPS
does.
Around this central heart, the happy voices of
children can be heard. They radiate a sense of
individuality, pride, engagement, fun and eagerness
to learn. Their beautiful uniforms are a physical
manifestation of the pride they have in their school
and as we fix a cap or re-tie a tie, the conversations
that follow are warm, interesting and genuine.
Walking into classrooms each morning, we see
teachers committed to their profession. The results
of long hours of planning, evaluation and feedback.
Skilled individuals that engage eager minds in the
art of learning, carefully weaving their questioning to
extend and support students. At TACAPS, we create
an environment where academic, social and personal
development grows and thrives and is central to the
heart of our school.
I look forward to welcoming you into our
family.

exceptional
opportunities

Preparing students for the twenty-first century
demands an educational environment that is
reflective of today’s society. With its exceptional
curriculum, innovative programs and extensive
opportunities, TACAPS is in a unique position to
successfully guide our students towards a bright
future.
With small cohorts, TACAPS students experience a
diverse and robust curricular and extra-curricular
program which enables students to experience a
range of learning areas to fully realise their potential.
Independent co-education at TACAPS offers a diverse
student body that reflects both genders, preparation
for real-world experiences and situations, a rich
academic experience, encouragement of wideranging opinions and ideas. The creation of good
learning and social environments in the classroom is
a priority as is nurturing the confidence.

• A
 cknowledged as a top 20 School for greatest
gain for 2017 NAPLAN gains in both literacy and
numeracy
• 2
 5% of TACAPS University of Southern Queensland
Head Start students achieved Distinctions
• N
 ine students awarded places to the State Honours
Ensemble Program (Music) in consecutive years
• F
 our students gained the highest mark
(Gold Award) in the Speech and Drama State
Examinations in 2017
• Winner of TSSS Athletics Girls Aggregate Cup 2017
• N
 ominated in the top four Most Outstanding
Schools at the annual Tennis Queensland Awards
• F
 ounded the premier schools Rugby 7s
competition: South West Sevens
• S
 outhern East Queensland finalists for Rostrum
Voice of Youth two years running
• F
 irst place in University of Southern Queensland
Science and Engineering Bridge Building
competition
• Queensland Debating Union finalists

outstanding
results
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LeadershiP,
service
and faith

Our role is to develop the leadership potential within
every student. Our leadership program is based on
the values which the School endorses and promotes.
Our school has a strong tradition of student
leadership that has been developed over many
decades.
Every student in the Primary Years has an
opportunity to lead and to serve the school
community in many ways. Students in the Primary
Years are developing early leadership skills and are
given opportunities to practice these skills through
engagement in sport, cultural and community
activities. We encourage all students to be positive
role models for their peers and younger students,
by exhibiting high standards of behaviour and by
promoting a positive culture within the school.
Service to the community is an integral part of the
culture of our school. Primary students regularly
participate in fund-raising activities for our chosen
charities, visit aged care facilities to read and sing
to the residents and represent the school at a
number of community events and celebrations. Our
contribution to and respect for our ANZAC sacrifice,
is reflected in our full participation in ANZAC services
throughout the community.

Every student in the
Primary Years has an
opportunity to lead
and to serve the
school community
in many ways. Our
contribution to and
respect for our
Anzac sacrifice, is
reflected in our full
participation in Anzac
services throughout
the community.

Ways that you can lead in the Primary Years:
• Apply to become a Primary School Leader
in Sports, the Arts, House activities and
Service programs.
• Become a Student
Representative Council
member.
• Become a Year 6
monitor to
serve your
School.

A Faith culture exists at TACAPS. Through the
wonderful work of our School Chaplain the students
engage in spiritual growth and development
activities through regular chapel services
and lessons. Each Faith theme is directly
linked to our pastoral and assembly
theme each week, which provides
a beautifully well-rounded
approach to the care of our
students.
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Curriculum,
Teaching
and Learning

Based upon the Australian Curriculum, the primary
curriculum at TACAPS consists of sequenced
learning through relevant and contextually based
units of work in each year level. These units in
English, Maths, Humanities and Social Sciences,
Science, the Arts and Health and Physical Education
are supported by a Pedagogical Framework which
describes the way in which teachers plan and
develop their teaching based on best practice
research. Together, the Curriculum Framework and
the Pedagogical Framework form the basis of all
teaching and learning within the Primary Years.
The beautiful and engaging flexible learning spaces
support the curriculum and pedagogy through their
ability to constantly change according to the learning
needs of students. The traditional notion of “the front
of the room” is challenged by teachers through their
innovative teaching practices. The concept of “one
desk for each child” is challenged through the ability
to sit and work in any space in the classroom. The
theory of “individual work” is contradicted through
the use of innovative educational technologies in
every room.

The traditional
notion of “the
front of the room”
is challenged by
teachers through
their innovative
teaching practices.
The concept of
“one desk for each
child” is challenged
through the ability
to sit and work in
any space in the
classroom.

What makes an amazing teacher at TACAPS?
• A
 teacher that knows every student – socially,
emotionally and cognitively.
• A
 teacher that gives clear feedback
on how students are doing at
school.
• A
 teacher that fosters
relationships with
parents.

Our goal to provide a “contemporary, innovative and
holistic curriculum” is met through the constant
understanding that it is our teachers that make
the most difference to learning outcomes for our
students. Therefore, specific areas of improvement
are targeted each year through our data
collection and analysis procedures. To
provide an innovative curriculum, a
highly skilled workforce is required
and at TACAPS, our teachers are
constantly challenged to hone
their craft to continue to be
the best in the nation.
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BEYOND
the
classroom

Much is gained by students through their exposure
to learning opportunities beyond the school
environment. At TACAPS, we look to enhance the
learning by seeing it brought to life in a wide variety
of contexts. This is explored through inquiry and
investigation, engagement with the community and
participation in a broad co-curricular and extracurricular program.
Students engage in inquiry and investigation
opportunities outside the classroom in many ways.
Whether it be through tracking the life cycle of
snails and bugs in our beautiful garden surrounds or
conducting environmental scans and analyses when
creating new play spaces for our Foundation students
while studying Geography.

Through participating
in the life of the
wider community,
TACAPS students
understand that
they are part of
a wider community
and that they are
obliged to contribute
positively to their
community.

What can you do outside the classroom?
• B
 ecome a chess master in one of our many
chess competitions.
• E
 ngage in deep thinking and group
work at the Da Vinci Decathlon.
• B
 uild a robot and enter
into Robotics Team
Challenge.

Through participating in the life of the wider
community, TACAPS students understand that they
are part of a wider community and that they are
obliged to contribute positively to their community.
Whether it be donning a pair of gloves to pick up
rubbish on Clean Up Australia Day or making
cupcakes to sell for the RSPCA, the students are
actively involved in their community.
Our students undertake a full co-curricular and
extra-curricular program from Foundation to Year 6.
A highlight for students are the camps that are
undertaken from Years 2-6, culminating in our week
long Year 6 Tour. As an educator, it is a joy to
discover the untapped potential in children
during these outdoor experiences where
the traits of resilience, determination,
trust, leadership and loyalty are
all on display.
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beyond
the
classroom:
SPORT

In the Primary Years, our Sport Program is partnered
with the Physical Education Program, which
provides students the opportunity to learn about the
importance of fitness and skill development through
involvement in a variety of sports. We have a rich
history of Inter-House competition which provides
both additional opportunities to be involved in sport
and further enhances House Spirit.
We are a founding member of the Queensland
Combined Independent Schools and as such,
students have a wide choice when it comes to
the sport they can be involved in. TACAPS has a
proud tradition of success in sport within the local
community. This reputation has formed over the
years due to the commitment of staff and students to
our regular weekly training sessions. Our teams are
well prepared and compete with confidence.

We have a rich
history of Interhouse competition
which provides
both additional
opportunities to be
involved in sport and
further enhances
House Spirit.

Amazing sports to get involved in at TACAPS:
•

Golf – with affiliation to a number of
Toowoomba Golf Clubs and specialist
instruction beginning in Year 1, Golf is
a game of skill and stamina.

•

Orienteering – racing
and navigating
come together
in this highly
competitive
sport.

On Friday afternoons for two hours, all Primary Years
students participate in the Inter-school Sport and
Activities Program. The options change each term,
providing the students with the opportunity to develop
new skills and interests.
TACAPS students participate in a number of club and
representative sports. Primary Sports Captains for
each of our representative sports, are chosen each
year and contribute to our whole school student
leadership structure.
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The Performing Arts at TACAPS is about
participation, excellence, commitment, teamwork
and enjoyment at all levels of artistic pursuits.

beyond
the
classroom:
the arts

Lessons learnt in the Performing Arts are
transferable to other aspects of life and help to
develop crucial attributes that students will use for
the rest of their lives as they become well-rounded
individuals.
The Performing Arts is a major component of
student life at TACAPS. At the primary school
from Kindergarten to Year 6, the main goals are
participation, commitment, skill building and
enjoyment.
An expectation of participation in the Performing Arts
at TACAPS permeates all areas of the school with
full year level involvement in Foundation to Year 4
Choirs, the Year 3 String Immersion Program, the
Year 4 Band Immersion Program, the Year 3 to 6
Primary Musical and the Inter-House College Choir
and Dance competition as part of our Festival of
Performing Arts.

The Performing Arts
is a major component
of student life
at TACAPS. At the
Primary school
from Kindergarten
to Year 6, the
main goals are
participation,
commitment, skill
building and
enjoyment.

In 2017, the Combined Chapel Choirs performed with
Harrison Craig (winner of The Voice 2013) in his
‘Kings of Vegas’ Australian Tour.

Our Speech and Drama students are
regularly awarded scholarships
through the Empire Theatre
Bursary Program.

TACAPS endeavours to provide students with a
diverse range of Performing Arts opportunities
and offers a large range of ensemble choices in
both primary and secondary areas of the school.
Private tuition in all areas of the Performing Arts is
provided on campus in the Primary Years.
The Performing Arts at TACAPS is held in
very high esteem across the region,
with our students competing
in and excelling at many
eisteddfods, competitions
and invitational events.
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GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIPS

School partnerships are a great way to bring
international education to life for young learners, and
the benefits of doing joint projects with international
schools are wide-reaching. For students,
partnerships can help develop their core skills and an
appreciation for cultural diversity; and for teachers,
international collaboration is a useful way of growing
professionally and sharing knowledge and teaching
best practice with an international audience.

The most exciting outcome has been the
establishment of our sister-school partnership
with Ritsumaken School in Kyoto Japan, Peking
University School in China and Le Caousou School
in France. As international partners, we share
professional learning experiences, teacher visits,
teacher exchanges, whole school student interaction
through various ICT opportunities and student visits
and tours. TACAPS has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on Cooperation between our Sister
Schools.

For students, partnerships can help develop
their core skills and an appreciation for
cultural diversity; and for teachers,
international collaboration is a useful
way of growing professionally and sharing
knowledge and teaching best practice with an
international audience.

The agreements with our sister schools aim to:
• promote understandings between our cultures and
a sense of our role in the global community
• encourage high level language and cultural
engagement for students through witnessing and
participating in academic and cultural activities
• provide an opportunity for our students to
utilise linguistic skills while staying
with a local family.
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Boarding
iN THE
Primary
Years

A visit to TACAPS will impress. Located within a
unique setting, all of our purpose-built boarding
houses enjoy outstanding views to the east with easy
access to our arts, sporting and academic facilities
located within campus grounds.
By design, TACAPS applies a modern approach to
traditional boarding. Our College boarding students
are roomed separately from primary aged students to
cater specifically for the developmental needs of
both.

Family boarding is a
point of difference
for TACAPS. Our
boarding facilities
cater for the care
of all children
from the one family,
regardless of age.

Weekend programs in primary boarding are
specifically designed to concentrate on outdoor
activities that make life in their home away from
home fun and relevant. Excursions to theme
parks, hiking to Table Top mountain,
scooter races down the hill, shopping
trips and long days in the park
are but a few of the exciting
activities that our students
undertake on their
weekends.

Family boarding is a point of difference for TACAPS.
Our boarding facilities cater for the care of all
children from the one family, regardless of age. The
special bonds that brothers and sisters form, can
continue on a daily basis when boarding at TACAPS.
Beautifully appointed in the heart of the boarding
precinct, Founder’s House is the home for our
Primary Years girls (1-6). Founder’s House is
beautifully furnished and fully air-conditioned. The
House Parent and boarding staff ensure that not only
are all the needs of the girls well-met but also there
is a stimulating and varied activity program for the
students out of school hours.
Bligh House caters for boys in the Primary Years (16) and reverberates with the energy and life of boys
building friendships and enjoying the camaraderie
that comes from being together as boarders. Being
a young boy’s first experience of boarding, great
effort is made to ensure that their everyday
boarding life is a really positive one.
There is a high level of care over each
aspect of the children’s welfare.
Each boarder has his own
area within each room
and shares stunning
views of the Lockyer
Valley.
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THE
KINDY
YEARS

Our Kindergarten provides the essential foundational
years for our Primary Years (F-6). Our goal is for
every student to reach their potential by being
confident and involved learners, who engage in
quality and approved Early Years’ Curriculum and
Co-curricular Experiences. Play is at the heart of
our programs and we strongly believe that “children
learn as they play. Most importantly, in play, children
learn how to learn” (Fred Donaldson). Creative,
dramatic, nature-based, construction and exploratory
play are embedded and encouraged in our daily
learning experiences.
We value the collaborative role that the Kindergarten
staff and families play in their child’s learning
journey. Our open classroom policy encourages
parents to be involved in as much of the program
as possible. We believe that the intrinsic worth of
all children and their families, their strengths and
their right to equitable access and participation in
the community is clearly visible in all aspects of the
Kindergarten.

“Happy hearts and
happy faces,
Happy play in grassy
places,
That was how, in
ancient ages,
Children grew to
kings and sages.”

•

Specialist sessions for French, Music, Sport and
Library

•

Low teacher to student ratios

•

Buddy program with primary students

•

Play-based and intentional
teaching focus

•

Extensive transition to
school process.

– robert louis stevenson

The Kindy program recognises the value and richness
of play as a stimulus for children’s learning and their
ongoing engagement in meaningful experiences.
We believe that children learn effectively from
exploring their own interests, engaging in hands-on
experiences and having the time to revisit aspects of
their play.
•

Master and Bachelor of Education
qualified teaching staff

•

Nature play indoor and outdoor
environments.

•

Design and Technology
skills embedded
throughout the
programs
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The
Foundation
Years

Foundation is a vibrant, supportive and nurturing
environment, where students are encouraged to
take risks with their learning in order to build selfconfidence and develop a lifelong love of learning.
In Foundation, students participate in many specialist
lessons including Art, Physical Education, L.O.T.E.
(French), Religious Education, Music and Choir. They
have weekly visits to the Library and the TechBox,
as well as fortnightly visits to Chapel and Assembly.
They also have the opportunity to be involved in
extra-curricular activities such as football, rugby,
tennis and chess.
Students engage in a variety of fun and exciting
learning experiences across the curriculum which
will be delivered through a combination of explicit
teaching and play-based discovery. When learning
how to read, spell and write through our Literacy
Program, students meet the InitiaLit characters
who help them on their way. They also meet many
Nursery Rhyme and Fairytale characters during
the year and have the opportunity to use their
imagination and creativity for tasks such as building
a house to withstand the ‘Huff and the Puff’ of the Big
Bad Wolf.

Students engage in
a variety of fun and
exciting learning
experiences across
the curriculum
which will be
delivered through
a combination of
explicit teaching and
play-based discovery.

Foundation is the start of formal schooling at
TACAPS. We are acutely aware that this first
introduction must be positive for both students
and parents. To ensure this, we greatly value
the input and experience of parents
and caregivers in the educational
partnership. We create a
personalised experience
ensuring that every student
leaves every day, happy
and eager to learn
more each day.

Each day, they move and improve their gross
motor skills, co-ordination and balance during the
Foundation Gross Motor Program.
In Foundation, social and emotional learning is
a core part of the curriculum. Developing
skills such as self-awareness, effective
communication and conflict
resolution are essential in order to
establish and maintain positive
relationships with others.
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Year One

Teachers have high expectations of their Year 1
students. They encourage them to strive to their
potential and provide support and guidance for them
to achieve success in learning. Through the design
and implementation of exciting programs, students’
individual needs and abilities are effectively catered
for. Their thirst for gaining knowledge in literacy will
have them immersed in picture books, poetry, nonfiction texts, stories from the Dreamtime and works
from various authors to engage, explore, inform and
respond.
A strong emphasis on developing knowledge and
understanding in Mathematics will see students
involved in ‘hands on’ activities. From this practical
angle, students will have the opportunity to gain
confidence and competence in demonstrating their
knowledge and understanding in a written format.

Their thirst for
gaining knowledge
in literacy will
have them immersed
in picture books,
poetry, non-fiction
texts, stories from
the Dreamtime and
works from various
authors to engage,
explore, inform and
respond.

Beyond the curriculum and the classroom, Year 1
students are able to take advantage of increasing
their knowledge and understanding of various
concepts that meet the requirements of the
Australian Curriculum.

A family focus, including where we have come
from, what traditions are important to us and what
significance these play in our family life in the past
and present, is covered in History. Students also
develop understanding of the importance of looking
after places and how they enable us to feel like we
belong.
In addition, student participation and engagement
in specialist lessons such as Art, Music, PE, Choir,
Sport and other special school community events,
helps to build and promote safety and wellbeing
within our school community and develop a
real sense of belonging.
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Year TWO

Year 2 at TACAPS is a time where young, independent
learners really begin to emerge from their early years
of schooling. With strong foundations in literacy and
numeracy, students are now prepared to use their
knowledge and skills to develop their craft as writers,
their engagement as readers and their strategic
thinking as Mathematicians. With an emphasis on
core skills, our growing Mathematicians look to see
the connection of Mathematics to life like contexts,
becoming more confident when communicating their
thinking and mathematical reasoning.
Four rich units of learning see context, life and
purpose for student learning in Science and the
Humanities. They begin the year exploring the history
and geography of our school and city community in
‘Our Place Over Time’. Students turn to Science for
Term Two to look at the chemistry of water and its
role as a valuable resource. From the water cycle
to conservation and water management, Year 2
students dive deep into learning for our ‘Waterworks’
unit.

With strong
foundations in
literacy and
numeracy, students
are now prepared to
use their knowledge
and skills to
develop their craft
as writers, their
engagement as
readers and their
strategic thinking as
Mathematicians.

Year 2 students make all the right moves as they
undertake a year of expert tuition in Chess; the
learning and strategy bringing the classes to life
as they thrive in the challenge. Year 2 also
sees the first taste of outdoor education
for students, as they undertake their
Campus Sleepover on Main School
Close as the commencement
to the Camp program for
the Primary Years.

Cultivating their ‘green thumbs’, Year 2 students
explore the growth of living things in Term Three,
particularly plant life. Looking at the farming
industry, and the connections of our community to
agricultural life, students also consider the role of
technology and new advancements in how we provide
for our ever-growing population. In Term Four,
students look at the change over time in modes
of transportation and think like Sir Isaac
Newton in considering the forces and
motions at work in these vehicles.

25

K–year 6
year three

K-YEAR 6 GUIDE

Year THREE

A brave new world of learning opportunities opens
up to our students when entering Year 3. Students
are introduced to chapter books in English and
take their first steps toward writing and performing
poetry. They understand the importance of place in
History and explore chemical reactions in Science.
In Mathematics, they are introduced to the world of
fractions and decimals and extend their problem
solving abilities.
To prepare for an ever-increasing technological
world, Year 3 students are engaged with technology
in all areas of the curriculum – whether it be
through informative clips that support new concepts,
interactive whiteboard activities to motivate and
consolidate our learning or the use of technology
to allow students to start developing their research
skills. At home, the use of technology is further
encouraged with the use of learning management
systems. Here students can view clips to prepare
themselves for upcoming lessons, share their
learning with their parents or spend time
contributing to the class blogs – an interactive way
for students to publish their understanding of current
class learning.

To prepare for an
ever-increasing
technological world,
Year 3 students
are engaged with
technology in
all areas of the
curriculum

The Year 3 Strings program will give your child the
opportunity to learn a string instrument, through
private lessons and then as an ensemble with
the entire Year 3 cohort. This opportunity
strengthens friendships, reveals hidden
talents and builds confidence.

A highlight for Year 3 students is the two-night camp
at picturesque Murphy’s Creek. Here, students are
encouraged to leave their comfort zones and get
involved in a diverse range of activities that are
designed to develop teamwork, leadership,
group cohesion and planning skills. Each
year, students return from camp
brimming with confidence and a
sense of achievement.
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Year FOUR

The curriculum at TACAPS provides vibrant and
engaging learning opportunities for the Year 4
students. In History, the children learn about
European Explorers and the First Australians. The
journeys of explorers including Vasco da Gama,
Columbus and Captain Cook are investigated and
children engage in an inquiry to answer the question,
“Why did the great journeys of exploration occur?”
The celebration of NAIDOC Week is an integral part
of the Year 4 curriculum and assists the girls and
boys in discovering what life was like for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples before the arrival
of Europeans. The students participate in the annual
NAIDOC Week festivities provided by the Cobb and
Co Museum. This gives the children a fantastic
opportunity as they learn and are taught directly
by local indigenous people and are shown customs
and traditions including a smoking ceremony and
traditional games.

During Science
lessons, the Year
4 children enjoy
discovering the
processes of
germination and
pollination. This
scientific knowledge
is acquired as the
girls and boys
propagate their own
plants and make
observations.

The annual Year 4 Camp at Lake Perseverance is
a highlight of the year. The engaging activities
include canoeing, bushwalking, orienteering and
initiative games.

During Science lessons, the Year 4 children enjoy
discovering the processes of germination and
pollination. This scientific knowledge is acquired as
the girls and boys propagate their own plants and
make observations. Digital Technologies are utilised
by providing the opportunity for the students to
take digital photographs and record their scientific
observations in the form of a blog.
Additionally, students are introduced to the
world of computer coding and robotics
through the usage of LEGO WeDo 2.0
robots. In the process of learning
about sustainable waste
management, students
undertake the task of
designing and writing
computer code
to control a
rubbish
truck.
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Year FIVE

The primary aim of the Year 5 program is to provide its
students with a set of experiences that will promote
the development of attitudes, skills and a knowledge
base which will serve as a good foundation for the
students’ final year of primary school.
To achieve this, we focus on three core areas:
academics, student welfare and extra-curricular
participation. Academically, Year 5 is a big step up
from Year 4, with greater expectations with regards
to class-based work and homework. Although heavily
supported, students are encouraged to be selfmotivated when completing set tasks or researching
areas of personal interest. The Australian Curriculum
guides the teaching in the classroom, with the focus
in each subject area being on students achieving
above the expected National Standards.
The welfare of Year 5 students is a pivotal concern
to all. The Class Connect lessons have a weekly
focus on aspects of student wellbeing. Students are
made aware of the Student Protection Officers and
guided as to where they may gain support if they
feel it is needed. In addition to this, Year 5 students
also participate in the Let’s Chat Program (Puberty
Education).

The primary aim of
the Year 5 program
is to provide its
students with a
set of experiences
that will promote
the development of
attitudes, skills and
a knowledge base
which will serve as
a good foundation
for the students’
final year of
primary
school.

Year 5 at TACAPS is a year full of exciting
experiences. From the Science Expo and week-long
Camp in Term One, to the Colonial Day and Gold
Rush Game in Term Three, not forgetting the
excursion to the Brisbane Planetarium
in Term Four, there is never a dull
moment. Year 5 is definitely busy
and packed-full of amazing
opportunities.

Year 5 sees participation in weekly inter-school
sporting competitions and the introduction of new
sports to all students. The school also maintains an
extensive cultural program across Music, Drama
and the Arts, with increasing opportunities
available to all students as the year
progresses. Participation in these
areas in strongly encouraged.
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Year 6 at TACAPS is the final year of primary
schooling and as such, the expectations for learning,
achievement and behaviour are heightened.

Year SIX

In Year 6, students engage in writing a number of
text types, including Newspaper Articles, Persuasive
Letters, Literary Analyses and Information Reports.
A highlight for students is the opportunity to write,
illustrate and publish their own picture books to
express their creativity, whilst incorporating narrative
specific language devices. Reading is based around
the comprehension of a number of novels and their
impact on the students as readers.
In Year 6, we explore a range of deep mathematical
concepts each term. Strong emphasis is placed
upon consolidation of basic skills and the study
of advanced mathematical processes and facts.
Problem solving forms a large part of the program
and students are given the opportunity to extend
their knowledge through ability grouped Maths
investigations and competitions.

A highlight for
students is the
opportunity to
write, illustrate
and publish their
own picture books
to express their
creativity, whilst
incorporating
narrative specific
language devices.

Year 6 gives students the opportunity to demonstrate
their leadership skills through formal roles and
being positive role models to the younger
students. Leadership is fostered during
formal experiences through the yLead
group sessions. In Term Four,
students embark on a week-long
adventure to our nation’s
capital where friendships
are strengthened and
leadership is tested.

The study of Australia’s Federation and the people
who influenced its implementation prepares students
for their annual trip to Canberra where they witness
our Government in action. Students study Australia’s
neighbouring countries in our Geography units where
they look at the landscape, climate, tourism and
culture of the countries that make up Oceania.
In Science we explore the world of microorganisms, study mould growth on bread
and build electrical circuits to learn
about how energy works. Students
also examine the movement of
tectonic plates and learn
about the different
states of matter.
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TACAPS is a co-educational boarding and day school
for children in K-12. It is uniquely designed to provide
a seamless transition for students moving from the
Primary to the Secondary Years.

Transition
into
YEAR 7

Academically, our one-campus philosophy allows
teachers to plan curriculum pathways for individual
students. Learning support and academic extension
programs can cater for every student regardless of
the match between academic level and year level.
Our education model also allows us to know every
child and plan to support each child as they progress
through to the Secondary Years.

Academically,
our one-campus
philosophy allows
teachers to plan
curriculum pathways
for individual
students.

assistance with organisation and guidance and care
through a central Mentor Teacher. In addition, Year
7 students will have the benefit of specialist
Secondary School teachers. They will move
from classroom to classroom, according
to their subject, and as they move
into Year 8, students will have
access to a larger number of
specialist teachers.

Our co-curricular sport and arts programs allows
students to participate in teams that span our
campus. The school fields many teams in both
QCIS and Andrews Cup sporting competitions
and participates in combined choir sections of
eisteddfods and invitational music events.
We are proudly one school and each year level
anticipates the activities, excitement and learning
of the next. The transition between Primary and
Secondary Years is a smooth one at TACAPS and
we invite you to talk to our Heads of Primary and
Secondary Years for further information.
Towards the end of primary school, TACAPS students
are involved in Year 6 into Secondary Curriculum
Days. These transition days allow the students
to experience the life of a secondary student
following a secondary timetable and
being taught by secondary teachers.
Once primary school is
complete, our students
transition into our
secondary school
programs. Year
7 students,
have

35

Head of School - Simon Lees

TACAPS is one of Australia’s finest K-12 coeducational independent day and boarding schools
for primary and secondary aged students. Located in
Toowoomba and positioned on the rim of the majestic
Great Dividing Range, TACAPS has provided over one
hundred years of inspired learning to generations of
students.

final
wordS
from
the head

A TACAPS education is devoted to the pursuit of
academic excellence. Every student is valued for
their unique capacity to contribute to the life of the
school. The school provides a balanced curriculum
encompassing the spiritual, academic, cultural,
physical and practical areas of learning.
Toowoomba Anglican College and Preparatory
School is an inspirational place where students
are celebrated for who they are and encouraged
to reach their full potential. Our pathways provide
both a rigorous and relevant range of opportunities
and we have a flexible approach to our curriculum
design. We are academically non-selective but all
students are expected to strive for their personal
best. We are an inclusive school and children from all
backgrounds and locations are welcome.
Our school community offers a vast range of
experiences but we also pride ourselves on not being
too large. It is important to us that all students,
parents and staff members are known and feel
valued within our community. A personal visit
to TACAPS is essential to gain a real sense
of our community, and to understand
why our students love coming to this
school.

